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Handle request validation 
automatically with 

validation attributes on 
DTOs

AutoMapper to 
convert DTO 
and domain 

objects

Use POCOs for 
DTOs, do not be 
tempted to use 

inheritance

Domain layer objects should be completely 
disconnected from the integration mechanism. 
Avoid API concerns such as HTTP status codes 
here, and references to API/MVC assemblies.

Throw appropriate 
custom exceptions

Don’t be tempted to return domain objects 
over the wire! They may have the same 

shape, but have different responsibilities.

May want to catch all 
unhandled exceptions in 
the controller method, or 

use global exception 
handling


